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Have you been asked to participate in a Bureau of Labor Statistics 
(BLS) Survey? Please do!
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In 2023, Jackson County’s gross domestic product was $ 12.9 billion, which was an increase 
of 3.6% from 2022 and was the 345th highest GDP among 3,114 U.S. counties

In real, or inflation-
adjusted dollars, 
Jackson County total 
GDP rose from about 
$6.6 billion in 2001 to 
$10.3 billion in in 2023.
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The Rogue Valley has roughly 
matched the state and national 
trend over time. Interestingly 
during the year of the COVID 
pandemic recession, the U.S. 
GDP fell by 2.2% whereas 
Jackson County’s barely 
budged, down by just 0.1%. 
The Rogue Valley did 
experience GDP decline in 
2022 of 0.6% in Jackson 
County while the U.S. 
economy expanded
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largest shares of 
economic output are in 
the financial activities; 
private educational 
services, health care 
and social assistance; 
and retail trade sectors 
in the Rogue Valley



6

In 2023, Jackson County’s PCPI was $62,541 which was an increase of 6.8% from 2022 and was 
the 819th highest PCPI among 3,114 U.S. counties, up from 899th highest in 2022. 

Jackson County’s PCPI 
increase was slightly better 
than Oregon statewide 
(5.8%) and the U.S. 
increase (5.4%). 



Support Business ∙ Promote Employment
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Unemployment rates are just above historically low levels in the Rogue Valley-

Jackson = 4.7% 
Josephine = 5.6% 
December 2024



Support Business ∙ Promote Employment
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102,214 residents of Jackson County employed, about 2,750 more 
than before pandemic-



Support Business ∙ Promote Employment

9

New initial claims for 
unemployment 
insurance have 
returned to pre-
pandemic levels in the 
Rogue Valley and 
remain low .674 initial 
claims filed in Jackson 
County during the week 
ending Jan. 4, 2024, 
about the same as one 
year ago (651)
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One out of six unemployed Oregonians have been out of work for at least six months.



Support Business ∙ Promote Employment
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Most jobs back that were lost during the pandemic in the Rogue 
Valley- still a bit below February 2020 – seasonally adjusted

Jackson County down -1.8 %, (seasonally adjusted)
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Five of nine workforce areas have more jobs than before the recession.



Support Business ∙ Promote Employment
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Medford MSA Wage growth slipping slightly, Average Hourly 
Earnings=$31.57 November  2024- down 2.0% over the year. 

U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics and Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis, Average Hourly Earnings of All 
Employees: Total Private in Medford, OR (MSA) [SMU41327800500000003], retrieved from FRED, Federal 
Reserve Bank of St. Louis; https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/SMU41327800500000003, January 24, 2025.



Labor demand based on Help Wanted Online Job Postings 
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About three quarters of Jackson County Workers both Live and Work in the 
county- it is one Rogue Valley
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Where do Workers who are employed in Ashland live?
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Census Bureau Business Formation Statistics
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Non-Employer Businesses in the Rogue Valley 2022 –Jackson County 18,360

Jackson County had 
17,295 non-employers 
in 2017
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Patents from Jackson County show an uptick post covid- Oregon trending lower over time

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, New Patent Assignments in Jackson County, OR [USPTOISSUED041029], 
retrieved from FRED, Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis; https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/USPTOISSUED041029, 
January 21, 2025
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Construction 5,340 jobs in December 2024 – down 90 over the year
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Manufacturing 6,660 jobs in December- down 320 over the year



22

Retail trade 13,660 jobs in December, down 430 over the year
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Financial Activities 3,530 jobs- down 120 over the year- 
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Leisure and hospitality 10,140 jobs- down 210 over the year
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On a Brighter note…mining and Logging had 480 jobs in December, up 20 over the year
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Transportation, warehousing, and utilities 3,600 jobs- UP 80 over the year
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Professional and Business Services 8,260 jobs- Up by 160 over the year 



28

Health care and social assistance 19,410 jobs- up 980 jobs since December 2023



The Office of Economic Analysis forecasts Oregon will gain 20,600 jobs over 
the next year.
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Federal Reserve Bank’s Beige Book- December 4, 2024

• Economic activity in the Twelfth District (Alaska, Arizona, California, Hawaii, Idaho, Nevada, 
Oregon, Utah, and Washington) was stable on balance during the October to mid-November 
reporting period.

• Employment levels were largely unchanged, and employee turnover was stable in recent weeks.
• Retail sales and activity in the consumer and business services sectors held steady over the 

reporting period.
• Activity in the manufacturing sector increased a bit, while conditions in the agriculture and 

resource-related sectors softened slightly.
• Residential real estate conditions improved somewhat, and commercial real estate conditions 

were varied but stable.
• Demand for assistance with affordable housing, health-care services, and food remained high 

from communities across the District.
• Looking ahead, contacts overall expressed slightly more optimism about economic 

conditions.



Guy Tauer, Regional Employment Economist
Guy.R.Tauer@employ.Oregon.gov
Sign up for the latest workforce and economic research 
www.qualityinfo.org/subscribe  

32

Thank You!
Please scan the QR code for a short survey.

http://www.qualityinfo.org/subscribe
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